
A Conversation with Wisconsin 
Author Jim Thompson 

Jim’s Heartwarming New Book, 
Peanut of Blind Faith Farm is the True Story 

of Peanut, an Unflappable Sheep who was Born 
Blind on the Family’s Hobby Farm. 

There are a lot of stories in popular culture about the underdog making good, and 
that struggles do often have happy endings.  During Jim’s research about this message and 
how it pertains to Peanut and to kids who might benefit from her story, he ran across a 
quote from The Institute for Humane Education (reprinted here with permission):

“Introducing children.....including very young children—to stories whose characters have 
physical or mental challenges, especially when the framing is healthy and positive, helps 
expand their concept of ‘normal’ and exposes them to a wider array of experiences,  
building empathy and acceptance.”  Jim adds, “I was so struck by this because it sums up 
what the book has to offer kids and parents and it appears on the 

     back cover of the book. Kids need this kind of exposure!”

More About the Book:  “Broadly speaking, everyone can benefit from an 
act of kindness toward (in this case) an animal in need. That is its own reward. 
When children and adults participate in good will towards the disadvantaged, 
it creates an awareness that might not otherwise develop.”
  

Q. When did you decide to share Peanut’s story by writing a book?

A. Writing the book just evolved. After about a year and a half of watching people’s reactions to Peanut 
 (especially kids’), we heard a lot of “You should write a story about her.”  I was really gaining a healthy 
 respect for this little youngster lamb tripping and stumbling and knocking her head on everything, and she 

just …kept going.  So on a whim I wrote a feature story for an agricultural trade publication called Sheep 
 Magazine. To my surprise, it was accepted and published. It’s reprinted on our website 
 www.blindfaithfarm.com.  Shortly after the feature was published, I started work on the children’s book.

Q. What are the most important ‘takeaways’ that readers gain from reading Peanut of 
           Blind Faith Farm? 

A. • Show kindness whenever you can, even when it’s hard.
  •  A disability does not make a person or an animal “disabled.”  Labels can be harsh and limit our 
 perspectives.
  • Being different is okay.
  • Try hard and don’t give up.



Q. When did you name your farm, “Blind Faith Farm?”  

A.  We didn’t name the farm until after Peanut was born and it was clear to us 
 that she was going to survive just fine. It is quite common to put down a 
 disabled animal so at first many people didn’t encourage us to raise a blind 

sheep. They pretty much thought we’d made a poor choice, with some 
 exceptions. Our vet, once he confirmed that Peanut was indeed blind, said 

he’d never heard of anyone trying to raise a blind lamb.

 My wife Laura actually came up with the farm’s name and I loved it.  
 There was a rock group in the late 60s of the same name with Eric Clapton, 

one of my favorites. So I had a large Blind Faith Farm sign made with an 
 image of Laura hugging Peanut and it stands at the entrance to our property. 

We get a lot of compliments on the sign.

Q. Were there surprises after you switched your lifestyle from previously working with the  
 Department of Natural Resources to raising sheep?  

A.  Not really surprises as much as adjustments.  Life in the suburbs is just different than rural life and when you 
add livestock to the equation it is all about the learning curve.  Both Laura and myself have strong animal 
backgrounds and she is from a farm family but caring for animals is a 24/7 responsibility.  Certainly our 

 education and careers in animal sciences helped.  Vacations get planned around the care of the animals and if 
an animal gets sick, you tend to it immediately.  Keeping a number of animals is a huge responsibility, but in a 
good way.  Plus, it helps to really love the peace and quiet of rural life.  

 (Editor’s note:  Ironically, in Peanut’s second year, Jim lost the sight in one eye after several unsuccessful 
 surgeries for a detached retina.)

Q. Has losing the sight of your eye given you a special kinship with Peanut?

A. I lost the sight of my eye about two years after Peanut was born so I had plenty of time to appreciate her.  But I 
gained a different perspective and was even more impressed by her adaptation to her world without sight.  In 
trying to adjust to mono-vision, it really drove home for me how we rely on every inch of our vision and that 
she was able to navigate in the complete absence of it.  My own vision limitations heightened my respect for 
Peanut’s determination to learn all the terrain she encounters.   

 Even with her maturing now, she still makes some mistakes in the two 
pastures she inhabits and in the barn.  For the most part, there is a 

 hyper-awareness of where she is, and she takes her time and relies 
 ever-so-much on her hearing and smell.

 Where the kinship comes in is that neither of us can be 100% sure of 
what’s around us so we can be pretty clumsy at times.  So we’ve both 

 had to learn to slow down.  And we both still run into stuff.  For me it’s 
just a little stressful but I can’t imagine what it’s like for her.  But with 

 her efforts, she has achieved a good quality of life despite blindness.  
 She plays, wags her tail with every positive interaction (and favorite 
 food treats) and the list goes on.

Laura and Peanut



Q. What is it like living on a sheep hobby farm?

A.  Very easy compared to the daily lives on family farms both in terms of labor and in “making ends meet”.  Our 
sheep do serve a purpose; they groom the property and keep Laura in plenty of wool for her spinning and 
knitting hobbies.  But they are not production commodities and as such are more or less big “pets with a 
purpose”.  So our mission in a daily sense is to make sure they’re “in good grass”, are healthy, have shelter, and 
that we are observant of their needs.  

 We have a small farm with no need for a herding dog to move sheep and they’ve pretty much learned to 
 follow either myself or Laura wherever we lead them, because it always means going to better grass!  So the 

fair-weather months are very chore-friendly. 

 It’s a little bit of a an art to have just the right number of sheep for the amount of good grass available, in our 
case that’s 12-15 animals.  

 It is fun to watch Peanut interact with her four flockmates by smell and sound. She knows who she can “horse 
around with” because after all, she is still just a kid!

Q. What are some fun things to know about sheep farming?

A.  You can use the wool right after the sheep is sheared, or you can store it 
  for use years down the road.  Every year in Wisconsin, sheep folks have a 
  gathering in Jefferson called the Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival.  It’s 

always the weekend after Labor Day and is a terrific place to come and 
watch “all things sheep”.  Herding dog trials, live animal and fleece  
judging competitions, woolen products, fantastic food, shearing  
demonstrations, the list goes on.  It really is a wonderful family event 

  and I would encourage anyone interested to visit  
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com to check it out. I am proud to say 
Laura’s fleeces have brought home many a ribbon, even a few blue ones!  

To learn more, schedule an interview or an in-person presentation, 
please contact:

Jim Thompson
Blind Faith Farm
Ixonia, WI 53036
(262) 389-5004
thompjm53@gmail.com
www.blindfaithfarm.com


